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Executive Summary

Asian Americans, who mostly reside in cities, are the most
swiftly growing racial/ethnic group in the United States
(U.S.). The U.S. Asian American population is projected to
double by 2050, reaching ~43 million. According to 2019
Census data, Asian Americans comprise 5.7% of the U.S.
population, yet only 0.17% of nationally funded health
studies focus on Asian Americans. Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander (NH/PI) research is similarly under-
resourced. Given this, there is an unmet need for descriptive
research focused on Asian Americans and NH/PIs. The
Maps Book contributes to filling this gap by describing cities
where Asian American and NH/PI populations lived in 2017,
showing how the distribution of Asian American and NH/
PI populations changed from 2010 to 2017, and providing
neighborhood-level maps to show where Asian American
and NH/PI subgroups live within these cities.

This Maps Book is the product of a collaboration between
the NYU Center for the Study of Asian American Health
(CSAAH) and City Health Dashboard (the Dashboard,
www.cityhealthdashboard.com). CSAAH is a National
Institutes of Health (NIH) National Institute on Minority
Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD)-funded
Specialized Center of Excellence based in the Section for
Health Equity at the NYU Grossman School of Medicine’s
Department of Population. CSAAH is the only center of its
kind in the country dedicated to research and evaluation on
Asian American and NH/PI health and health disparities,
with 100+ local and national community collaborators.

The City Health Dashboard is a Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation (RWJF) funded data access initiative providing
35+ measures of health and health drivers for 756 large U.S.
cities (population > 50,000 people). CSAAH provided deep
knowledge and experience in assessing Asian American
health needs and assets, amplifying NH/PI health issues,
and gathered input from our network of Asian American
and NH/PI community partners to inform what is included
in this Maps Book. The Dashboard provided understanding
of publicly available demographic data (using the U.S.
Census American Community Survey project) and
cartographic expertise. These expertise combined to produce
the Maps Book you are currently reading.

The major contributions of the Maps Book are two-fold. First,
itliterally puts Asian American and NH/PI populations on

the map. The Maps Book is released alongside the addition of
detailed racial/ethnic demographic maps to the Dashboard’s
City Overview Section for each of the 756 cities on the
Dashboard, including maps of Asian American and NH/PI
subgroups distribution. These two resources together may
help city stakeholders and community-based organizations
identify cities and neighborhoods in which substantial Asian
American and NH/PI subgroup populations reside. This can
empower organizations to better identify and locate future
outreach, interventions, and research. Our effort complements
other ongoing efforts by AAPI Data and by the California
Health Interview Survey, among others, reflecting the growing
momentum and need for this type of granular information.
Second, this Maps Book is intended to add to, and further,
ongoing conversations around the need for increased funding
and research to interrogate Asian American and NH/PI health
and health disparities, growing U.S. Asian American and
NH/PI populations, and importance of investing in research
focused on these communities.

Suggested Citation:
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Section One

In this first of three sections of this maps book you will
find maps depicting where Asian American and NH/PI
populations reside at the neighborhood-level in the five cities
that have the highest total population of Asian American
and NH/PI in the U.S.. The top six Asian American and
NH/PI subgroups are also depicted for each city in order
of decreasing population size. Asian American and NH/PI
populations are depicted on different maps because Asian
American and NH/PIs are racially distinct groups with
different geographic origins. They are displayed as distinct
throughout the Maps Book.

The Asian American and NH/PI subgroups included are:

Asian American: Asian Indian, Bangladeshi, Bhutanese,
Burmese, Cambodian, Chinese (except Taiwanese), Filipino,
Hmong, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Malaysian,
Mongolian, Nepalese, Okinawan, Pakistani, Sri Lankan,
Taiwanese, Thai, Vietnamese

NH/PI: Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Tongan, Other Polynesian,
Guamanian and Chamorro, Marshallese, Other Micronesian,
Fijian, Other Melanesian

Despite the high population of Asian Americans in
California, we have included only one California city.
Excluding cities in California allows the Maps Book to display
information about the distribution of the Asian American
population that is frequently not visible due to the focus

on California in related reports. Detailed information about
Asian American subgroup populations in California cities is
available in Section Two, Table Two.

With regards to the NH/PI population, Hawaii plays a
similar role to California; a large proportion of the U.S. NH/
PI population lives in Hawaii. We have only included one
Hawaii city, Honolulu, in this section of the Maps Book.
Though this choice is consistent with our treatment of
California and Asian American populations, this decision
was made for different reasons; Honolulu is the only city

in Hawaii with a large enough population (population >
50,000 people) to appear on the City Health Dashboard. The
tables below list the cities depicted in this section of this
Maps Book and the Asian American and NH/PI subgroups
depicted per city.

Some of the cities that appear in this section may come

as no surprise. For example, Honolulu, HI, New York City,
NY, and Los Angeles, CA, which are known for their large
Asian American and NH/PI populations, appear in this
section for both Asian Americans and NH/PIs. Other cities
- like Houston for Asian Americans and Las Vegas for NH/

PI—may be less expected. The appearance of these cities
helps us to understand how Asian American and NH/

PI populations continue to grow in U.S. cities. Though
these cities may not have the largest Asian American or
NH/PI among all U.S. cities, these cities have large and
growing Asian American and NH/PI populations. As such
these cities should be top of mind for community-based
organizations and researchers alike (section two contains
tables with comprehensive data on Asian American and
NH/PI populations in select U.S. cities).

Finally, we would have preferred to provide maps for every city
in the U.S., but resources are limited. You can find maps similar
to those presented here for the majority of large U.S. cities on the
City Health Dashboard (www.cityhealthdashboard.com) in the
City Overview section. For example, here’s a link to maps
for New York, NY. Finally, below the tables you will find a
point-by-point guide describing how to read and interpret
maps in the Maps Book.


www.cityhealthdashboard.com
https://www.cityhealthdashboard.com/ny/new%20york/city-overview?dataRange=city

SIX LARGEST ASIAN AMERICAN SUBGROUPS IN U.S. CITIES WITH HIGHEST
POPULATION OF ASIAN AMERICANS (LISTED IN DECREASING POPULATION

SIZE ORDER)

Chinese American Chinese American Filipino American Chinese American Vietnamese American
Indian American Korean American Chinese American Indian American Indian American
Bangladeshi American Filipino American Japanese American Filipino American Chinese American
Korean American Indian American Korean American Korean American Pakistani American
Pakistani American Japanese American Vietnamese American | Vietnamese American Korean American
Filipino American Vietnamese American Indian American Pakistani American Filipino American

FIVE LARGEST NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER SUBGROUPS
IN U.S. CITIES WITH HIGHEST POPULATION OF NATIVE HAWAIIANS AND
PACIFIC ISLANDERS (LISTED IN DECREASING POPULATION SIZE ORDER)

Guamanian or

Guamanian or

Chamorro

Native Hawaiian Samoan Native Hawaiian
Chamorro Chamorro
Other Micronesian Other Micronesian Native Hawaiian Other Micronesian Samoan
. .. . .. Guamanian or
Samoan Native Hawaiian Samoan Native Hawaiian
Chamorro
. Guamanian or . .
Marshallese Other Polynesian Tongan Other Micronesian
Chamorro
Guamanian or
Samoan Fijian Tongan Tongan




HOW TO READ MAPS IN THE MAPS BOOK
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Density of Asian American Residents < ..
New York, NY, 2017
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DISTRIBUTION OF ASIAN AMERICANS AND ASIAN AMERICAN
SUBGROUPS IN LARGE U.S. CITIES
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Density of Asian American Residents
New York, NY, 2017
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Density of Indian American Residents
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Density of Asian American Residents
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Density of Asian American Residents Density of Vietnamese American Residents
Houston, TX, 2017 Houston, TX, 2017 In 2017,

Houston'’s
largest Asian
American
subgroup was
Vietnamese
Americans.
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DISTRIBUTION OF NH/PI AND NH/P1 SUBGROUPS IN LARGE U.S. CITIES
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Density of Total Native Hawaiian

and Pacific Islander Residents In 2017, the U.S. city with the second highest
Anchorage: A= count of Samoans was Anchorage, AK.
= Honolulu, HI is the one with the highest.
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Section Two

This second section of the Maps Book presents three tables
that expand on the maps provided in section one. The tables
provide data on more cities and detailed, numeric data about
where Asian American and NH/PI subgroups live in the U.S.

o Table 1 displays the top cities where Asian Americans
live in the U.S., outside of California. The first (leftmost)
column shows the U.S. cities with the highest count
of Asian Americans in aggregate. The rest of the table
presents the cities with the highest count (most populous)
of different Asian American subgroups, showing the
population count and percentage of the total city
population that identifies as belonging to that specific
Asian American subgroup.

o Table 2 displays the top 10 cities where Asian Americans
live in the U.S., within California. This appears in the
first, leftmost column, showing the highest count of
Asian Americans in aggregate, in California. The rest
of the table lists cities in California with the highest
count of each different Asian American subgroup, also
showing population count and percentage of the total city
population that identifies as belonging to that specific
Asian American subgroup.

o Table 3 displays the top cities where NH/PIs live in the
U.S. The first (leftmost) column presents the top U.S. cities
with the highest count of NH/PIs overall, and by NH/

PI subgroup. The rest of the table presents the cities with
highest count (most populous) of each NH/PI subgroups
(presenting the number and percentage of the total city
population that is Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander).
We did not include separate tables for NH/PIs (i.e., cities
outside of Hawaii and in Hawaii) because data are only
available for Honolulu for Hawaii.

There is a substantial amount of data in the tables that
follow. Our hope is that by providing detailed data about in
which cities Asian American and NH/PI subgroup reside,
users of this Maps Book will be able to identify places in
which interventions intended to improve health among
Asian Americans and NH/PI can have the greatest impact.
This especially true of national advocacy organizations and
community-based organizations.
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TOP 10 U.S. CITIES FOR ALL ASIAN AMERICANS AND BY
ASIAN AMERICAN SUBGROUP OUTSIDE OF CA

TABLE 1
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TOP 10 U.S. CITIES FOR ALL ASIAN AMERICANS AND BY

ASIAN AMERICAN SUBGROUP IN CA ONLY

TABLE 2
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TOP 10 U.S. CITIES FOR ALL NH/PIS AND BY NH/PI SUBGROUPS

TABLE 3
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Section Three

The final section of this Maps Book provides a glance into
how Asian American and NH/PI populations have changed
between 2010 and 2017 (the most recent year of data
available at the time of analysis).

First, this section shows three maps (of the U.S., CA, and

TX for Asian Americans, U.S., CA, and WA for NH/PI) that
depict city-level increases or decreases in the overall Asian
American or NH/PI population between 2010 and 2017. We
included maps for CA and TX since these two states have
the greatest total Asian American population, and CA and
WA for NH/PI for the same reason. On these maps you will
see red and green dots. Green dots represent cities where
the Asian American or NH/PI population increased, while
red dots represent cities where the population decreased.
The message in these maps is clear - the Asian American or
NH/PI population has increased in the vast majority of U.S.
cities, as well as the majority of cities in CA, TX, and WA. The
Asian American and NH/PI population is swiftly growing,
both in terms of total population and geographic footprint.

Second, we present maps depicting census tract-level changes
in Asian American and NH/PI populations, in the five U.S.
cities with largest Asian American or NH/PI populations
(New York City, NY; Los Angeles, CA; Houston, TX; Honolulu,
HI; Chicago, IL for Asian Americans; Honolulu, HI, New York
City, NY, Los Angeles, CA, Anchorage, AK, and Las Vegas, NV
for NH/PI). Census tracts approximate neighborhoods, so
these maps help us to understand how Asian American or
NH/PI populations have grown and changed in these cities.
Regarding Asian Americans, these maps show increased
geographic spread of Asian American populations (dark
green census tracts) for each city, as well as subtle changes
in within-city settlement pattern (where Asian American
population has increased from 0). For example, in Houston,
Texas, Asian Americans appear to have moved out of the
north and east sections of central Houston between 2010
and 2017, spreading further into the suburbs and the west
side of the city by 2017. Regarding NH/P]I, there are fewer
tracts overall with NH/PI residents compared to number
of tracts with Asian American residents, which is expected
given lower overall NH/PI population in the U.S. However,
in places where NH/PI populations have changed, they
have usually increased. As the Asian American and NH/

PI population continues to grow, granular demographic
information, such as that presented here, will be increasingly
useful to community-based organizations and researchers
alike to inform their work and future planning.
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Change in Asian American Population
in Continental United States Cities, 2010-2017
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Change in Asian American Population
in Los Angeles, California, 2010-2017

Change in Asian American Population
in New York, New York, 2010-2017

Categorical Change in

Tract Asian American Population Categorical Change in
: Tract Asian American Population

[ Fopulation Remained 0

[ Fopuiation Increased [ Popuiation Remained 0

I Fopuiation Decreased [ popuiation increased

Il Popuiation Increased from 0 [ Population Decreased oi
Il Popuiation Decreased to 0 S e [l Popusation increased from 0

I Fopuiation Decreased to 0

Change in Asian American Population
in Houston, Texas, 2010-2017

Categorical Change in
Tract Asian American Population

[ Popuiation Remained 0
[ Population Increased
I Popuiation Decreased
I Popuiation Increased from 0
I Popuiation Decreased to 0
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Change in Asian American Population Change in Asian American Population
in Honoluu, Hawaii, 2010-2017 in Chicago, lllinois, 2010-2017
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Change in Native Hawaiian and Pacfic Islander Population
in Continental United States Cities, 2010-2017
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Native Hawaiian and
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Change in Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Population
in Washington Cities, 2010-2017

Categorical Change in City
Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander Population

@ Population Increased between 2010 and 2017
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Change in Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Population ; ; * o -
in Honolulu, HI. 2010-2017 Change in Natlvi(le1 I:lz\clva¢2rrl|(a,r\](\i( Z%qgleg[la;der Population
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Change in Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Population
in Los Angeles, CA, 2010-2017
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Change in Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Population Change in Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Population
in Anchorage, AK, 2010-2017 in Las Vegas, NV, 2010-2017

Categorical Change in Tract Categorical Change in Tract
Native Hawaiian and Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander Residents Pacific Islander Residents

[ Population Remained 0 [ Popuiation Remained 0
I Fopuiation increased I Fopuiation Increased
[l Popuiation Decreased Il Popuiation Decreased
I Fopuiation increased from 0 I Fopuiation Increased from 0
Il Popuiation Decreased to 0 Il Popuiation Decreased to 0
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Conclusion

The Maps Book presents a unique look at the geographic
spread of the Asian American and NH/PI population, and

a granular look at the geographic location and population
proportion of Asian American and NH/PI subgroups, in large
U.S. cities. The maps and tables we provide accomplish three
major aims. First, they provide an in depth understanding

of where Asian American and NH/PI subgroups and
communities live in the U.S., helping to visualize these
subgroup communities on a map, at a national scale, in a way
they have not been shown previously.

Second, the Maps Book captures the swiftly growing
geographic spread, and increasing magnitude, of Asian
American and NH/PI populations in the U.S. As Asian
American and NH/PI populations continue to grow, it is
important for policy makers, funders, and researchers to
focus on these emerging and growing Asian American and
NH/PI subgroups. The maps and data tables presented
here offer a way to view the dynamic growth of the

Asian American and NH/PI population and to suggest
connections across subgroups and regional communities.

Finally, the Maps Book is intended to provide a resource to
Asian American and NH/PI communities and community-
based organizations focused on the communities
showcased in these visualizations. By providing detailed
maps for some cities in the Maps Book, and for many others
in the City Overview page on the City Health Dashboard
tool (www.cityhealthdashboard.com), we hope to offer
community-based organizations a detailed resource

to show where Asian American and NH/PI community
members reside, and in a format that is usable and relevant
for their efforts, such as with community advocacy, applying
for funding and guiding outreach efforts to growing Asian
American and NH/PI subgroups.

It was exciting to visualize the growth and diversity of
Asian American and NH/PI communities across major U.S.
cities. We are hopeful that the Maps Book will highlight the
importance of disaggregated data for Asian American and
NH/PI subgroups, particularly as it relates to the changes
in the geographic residence of Asian American and NH/PI
communities in the U.S. We encourage policy makers and
funders to use Maps Book and the City Health Dashboard
to not only understand how the Asian American and NH/
PI communities are growing and diversifying, but also to
equitably provide the necessary resources to help Asian
American and NH/PI populations thrive.
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